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SUBJECT: APPROACH TO EGYPTIANS ON PROPOSAL THAT UN 
FINANCE LDC CONFERENCES 

AT THE CONCLUSION OF A DISCUSSION DECEMBER 1 ON OTHER 
MATTERS, ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON RAISED WITH 
EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR GHORBAL THE QUESTION OF EGYPT'S 
PROPOSAL IN THE UNGA FIFTH COMMITTEE THAT UN MEETINGS IN 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES MIGHT BE SCHEDULED REGARDLESS OF THE 
ABILITY OF THE COUNTRY ISSUING THE INVITATION TO BEAR THE 
COSTS. ATHERTON NOTED THAT GREATLY INCREASED COSTS WOULD 
RESULT FROM THE DUPLICATION OF SERVICES, RENTED CONFERENCE 
FACILITIES AND TRAVEL THAT THIS PROPOSAL WOULD ENTAIL, 

AND URGED THAT EGYPT NOT INTRODUCE ITS AMENDMENT. GHORBAL 
PROMISED TO REPORT U.S. VIEWS TO CAIRO. 
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